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DETAILED ACTION 

The office action of June 23, 2005 was mailed to the wrong address as the Office records 
had not been updated to reflect the change of address submitted by applicant in the 
communication received August 23, 2004. The inconvenience to applicant is regretted, the 
office action of June 23, 2005 vacated and in the interest of moving prosecution forward for 
applicant as quickly a possible the application has been allowed as indicated below. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes anchor 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1, line 5, the spelling of -plane- has been corrected as it is an obvious 
typographical error. 

A claim listing beginning on the next sheet so as to begin on a clean sheet supercedes all 
prior claim listings, utilizes proper status identifiers and is now the claims of record that are 
allowed. 
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CLAIM LISTING 

Claim I (currently amended) A clamping device for use in a clipboard, said clamping 
device comprising: 

a base plate fixedly attached to a board by bolts, nuts and washers; 
an upper clamping member having a front portion, a back portion and a tailing portion, 
said back portion having an opening corresponding to the tailing portion, and said tailing 
portion extending substantially in a [[plan]] plane defined by the front portion; a free end 
of the back portion being spring loadably connected to said base plate at a first spring 
loaded hinge; 

a lower clamping member extending substantially parallel to said upper clamping 
member, said lower clamping member being spring loadably connected to said upper 
clamping member via an intermediate connecting member; said lower clamping member 
being connected to said intermediate connecting member at a second spring loaded hinge 
and said upper clamping member being connected to said intermediate connecting 
member at a third spring loaded hinge; said lower clamping member extending through 
said opening defined in the back portion of the upper clamping member; and 
an actuating lever spring loadably connected to said upper clamping member and to said 
intermediate connecting member at said third spring loaded hinge, said actuating lever 
being used to move said lower clamping member between a raised resting position and a 
lowered clamping position in order to retain an existing clamped bundle of sheets on said 
board while said actuating lever moves said upper clamping member between a lowered 
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clamping position and a raised actuating position in order to add an extra sheet to said 
existing bundle of sheets. 

Claim 2 (original) The clamping device as defined in claim I, wherein said upper 
clamping member is formed by a metal plate that is bent downwardly at a folded line which 
divided the upper clamping member into said front and back portions. 

Claim 3 (original) The clamping device as defined in claim 2, further comprising a latch 
member for retaining the actuating lever in a downwardly resting position where said actuating 
lever extends right on top of said tailing portion. 

Claim 4 (original) The clamping device as defined in claim 3, further comprising a 
cranked rod freely secured to the base plate by a first pair of eyelets and to the lower clamping 
member by one second eyelet, said cranked rod defining a desired traveling path for the lower 
clamping member such that said lower clamping member travels from its raised resting position 
to its lowered clamping position. 

Claim 5 (original) The clamping device as defined in claim 1, wherein said actuating 
lever comprises a tongue portion used to transform a downward force applied on said actuating 
lever into a torsional force applied to said second and third spring loaded hinges when said 
actuating lever is in an upwardly activated position, said torsional force being created when a 
free end of said tongue portion comes into contact with and applies a pressure on the 
intermediate connecting member in order to rotate said intermediate connecting member about 
said third spring loaded hinges, the rotation of the intermediate connecting member causing said 
lower clamping member to move between its raised resting position and its lowered clamping 
position. 
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Claim 6 (original) The clamping device as defined in claim 5, wherein the tongue portion 
of said actuating lever is used to move only the upper clamping member when said actuating 
lever is in its downwardly resting position, said lower clamping member staying in its raised 
resting position during the movement made by said upper clamping member. 

Claim 7 (original) The clamping device as defined in claim 1, wherein said base plate 
comprises a stop portion that is used to prevent the existing clamped bundle of sheets from 
getting stuck under the lower clamping member when said lower clamping member is at its 
raised resting position. 

Claim 8 (canceled) 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance; Osborne (US 42683, 
figures 1-5) is the closest art of record and teaches a clamping device comprising a base plate, A, 
an upper clamping member, B, a lower clamping member, D, and an actuating lever, F, being 
used to move the lower clamping member between a raised resting position and a lower 
clamping position in order to retain an existing clamped bundle of sheets on the clamp while the 
actuating lever moves the upper clamping member between a lowered clamping position and a 
raised actuating position in order to add an extra sheet to the existing bundle of sheets. There is 
no suggestion in the art of record to modify the clamp of Osborne so that the upper clamping 
member, A, would have an opening so that the lower clamping member, D, extends through the 
opening or to further include in combination an intermediate connecting member connected to 
the lower clamping member by a second spring loaded hinge and connected to the upper 
clamping member by a third spring loaded hinge as is claimed in combination in claim 1 . This 
defines structure clearly distinct and nonobvious over Osborne. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James R. Brittain whose telephone number is (571) 272-7065. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30-2:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)or5ZJ -272-1 000. 



'James R. Brittain 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 


JRB 


